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Republic of Estonia EVR - JSC“Estonian Railway”
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SNCF - National Society of French,Railways
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CTM LLC (Russia) Mongolian Railway SJSC (Mongolia)
PLASKE JSC (Ukraine) INTERTRANS JSC (Russia)
Dnieper Railway Switch Plant (Ukraine) Post of Russia JSC
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Beijing Jiaotong University (BJTU) (China)

Freightliner PL LLC (Poland)

South-West Jiaotong University (SWJTU) (China)
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Introduction

Esteemed ladies and gentlemen!

The year of 2023 has been another year when the railway transport segment had
to respond to new challenges associated with an unstable geopolitical and social situa-
tion. The Organisation for Co-Operation between Railways, within the framework of
the development of international cooperation in the field of railway transport in the
Eurasian space, has developed a set of measures aimed at stabilising the situation and
maintaining safe railway supply chains for goods and cargoes.

The activities of the OSJD working bodies were carried out in accordance with
the approved plans and the Work Programme using modern technologies and commu-
nications tools. The Organisation, being in a difficult geopolitical and social situation,
demonstrated stability and the ability to flexibly adapt to new working conditions.
The activities of the OSJD management and members of the Committee were focused on increasing the eﬂ‘iciency of
transport processes and improving all aspects in the railway transport operation. The Organisation advocated peace,
mutual respect and dispute resolution based on international law.

In 2023, the OSJD governing bodies — the session of the Ministerial Conference and the meeting of the Conference
of General Directors (Authorised Representatives) of OSJD Railways, held intramurally in the Republic of Korea in
Busan and the Republic of Poland in Warsaw — made a number of important decisions related to the activities of
the Organisation. The Republic of Korea was accepted as one of the Parties to the SMGS and SMPS Agreements.

During the previous year, within the framework of the OSJD commissions and permanent working groups,
work was carried out on a wide range of issues related to transport policy and development strateqy, transport law,
organisation of freight and passenger traffic, development of infrastructure and modernisation of rolling stock, as
well as the use of modern technologies and financial settlements.

The successful implementation of these tasks wouldn’t have been possible without the active assistance and
efforts of the members and staff of the Committee, specialists and experts of the OSJD member countries, as well as
observers and affiliated enterprises. I greatly appreciate this and express my gratitude to everyone for their work and
contribution to the development of our Organisation. Despite the unfavourable external conditions, the management
and members of the OSJD Committee managed to hold a number of intramural meetings within the framework of the
conferences and other events, representing the position of the Organisation on railway transport issues at international
forums. New ties have been established, for example with the Organisation of Turkic States, and a number of new
initiatives were undertaken to strengthen cooperation in the field of railway transport. These events contributed to
the development of cooperation with the ministries and railways of the OSJD member countries, as well as better
awareness of the functioning of the Organisation and its contribution to the development of the transport industry
at the international level. Digital transformation, ecology and climate change, as well as the need for railways to
find answers to these issues, have determined new areas of the Organisation’s activities for the future. This should
find its repercussions in the long-term strategy of OSJD.

In 2023, OSJD continued to fulfull its tasks aimed at developing the most optimal solutions for the railway
industry. In its work, the Organisation sought to ensure the stability and security of railway supply chains, develop
cooperation between the countries and elaborate best practical solutions adapted to the current geopolitical situation.
In submitting this document for consideration, I express hope for the earliest possible geopolitical stabilisation and
the search for instruments aimed at overcoming all difficulties for the benefit of all members of the Organisation for
Co-Operation between Railways and further development of railway transport in the Eurasian space.

With Rind respect,

Chairman of the OSJD Committee
Mirostaw _Antonowicz







1

Activities of the 0SJD
Governing Bodies




1.1. OSJD Ministerial Conference

For the first time since the pandemic, the main OSJD event was organised in person. The L (50%) anniversary session
of the OSJD Ministerial Conference was held from 13 till 16 June 2023 in Busan (Republic of Korea) with the participa-
tion of ministers and authorised representatives of the ministries and state bodies responsible for railway transport of
the OSJD member countries from 19 OSJD member countries. Representatives of OSJD members, OSJD Committee
staff and representatives of the Eurasian Economic Commission (EEC) took part in the MC session.

One of the important issues considered by the OSJD Ministerial Conference was the accession of the Republic
of Korea to SMPS and SMGS. As a result of the discussion, the members of the OSJD Ministerial Conference, who are
also Parties to these agreements, decided to agree to the accession of the Government of the Republic of Korea to the
SMPS and SMGS agreements. The accession will be completed on the 30t day after the Government of the Republic
of Korea’s submission to the OSJD Committee, being the Depositary of the SMPS and SMGS Agreements, the instru-
ments of ratification of accession.

Session L of the OSJD Ministerial Conference noted the implementation of the OSJD Programme and Work Plan
for 2021 and 2022, approved the Reports on OSJD Activities for 2021 and 2022, the OSJD Committee Budget (final - for
2023 and preliminary - for 2024), the OSJD Work Programme for 2024 and subsequent years.

In the field of transport policy and development strategy, the OSJD Ministerial Conference session approved the
results of work of the OSJD Commission on Transport Policy and Development Strategy for 2021 and 2022 and adopted
a number of decisions on the areas of work for 2023, including the resumption of works in the field of ecology and
environmental protection in railway transport, and approved the “Comprehensive plans for improving transportation
and developing OSJD railway transport corridors Nos. 1-13 until 2030"

The OSJD Ministerial Conference session approved the results of work of the OSJD Commission on Transport Law for
2021 and 2022. A number of decisions were made in this area, including the instructions to continue its works aimed at
improving SMPS and Sl to SMPS, SMGS and Sl to SMGS, as well as to continue the work of the OSJD Ad Hoc Working Groups
in the field of transport law. The information on the introduction of amendments and additions to the SMPS and Sl to SMPS
as of 1 May 2023 and amendments and additions to the SMGS and Sl to SMGS as of 1 July 2023 was taken into account.

The progress of work of the OSJID AWG on the issues of vocational education/training in the field of railway
transport for March 2021 - July 2022 and for August 2022 — March 2023 were approved. At the same time, the OSJD
Ministerial Conference session adopted the Procedure for OSJD approval of the training programme, submitted by a
participant of the OSJD Academy, and its implementation, the Regulation on the OSJD Internet information resource
in the field of vocational education and training in the field of railway transport and the Regulation on the work of
the editorial board of the OSJD Internet information resource in the field of vocational education and training in the
sphere of railway transport. The session of the OSJD Ministerial Conference, due to the lack of unanimity, was unable
to make a decision on the distribution of posts in the OSJD Committee and the appointment of the leadership of the
0OSJD Commiittee. In this regard, the OSJD working bodies and the OSJD Committee were instructed to continue their
work in accordance with the approved OSJD Programme and Work Plan.

The OSJD Ministerial Conference session decided to hold its LI (51%t) session from 11 till 14 June 2024 in Hungary.

At the joint meet-
ing of the Plenipoten-
tiary Representatives
of the members of
the OSJD Ministerial
Conference and the
Conference of General
Directors (Authorised
Representatives) of
OSJD Railways, which
took place in Decem-
ber 2023 in the OSJD
Committee, the Hun-
garian delegation
informed the meeting
participants about the
impossibility of hold-
ing session LI of the
OSJD Ministerial Con-
\ ference in Hungary in
Session L of the OSJD Ministerial Conference (13-16.06.2023, Busan, Republic of Korea) June 2024.




1.2. Conference of General Directors (Authorised
Representatives) of OSJD Railways

Meeting XXXVII (37%) of the Conference of General Directors (Authorised Representatives) of OSJD Railways was
held from 12 till 14 April and 19 April 2023 in the OSJD Committee (Warsaw, Republic of Poland). Delegations from 23
Conference member railways, representatives of three OSJD affiliated enterprises took part in the Conference meeting.
At the Conference meeting, 14 items of the adopted agenda were considered and discussed.

The work results of the OSJD working bodies operating within the capacity of the Conference were approved. In
particular, the following decisions were taken regarding:

- approval and entry into force from 1 June 2023 of amendments and additions to the Harmonised Nomenclature
of Goods (GNG);

- approval of a number of OSJD Leaflets, cancellation of OSJD Leaflets that have lost their relevance, in the field of
infrastructure and rolling stock, coding and information technology;

- instructing the OSJD Permanent Working Group on Finance and Accounting to continue its works on updating
the current Agreement on the Rules for Accounting in International Passenger and Freight Railway Traffic and
the Rules for Accounting in International Passenger and Freight Railway Traffic, taking into account the current
operating conditions of railway transport, including freight traffic, on improving the technology and reducing
the time frame for mutual accounting for transportation in international railway traffic, on preparing proposals
agreed upon by the Parties to the Agreement on Rules for Accounting for organising electronic document flow
in the sphere of financial relationship.

The Conference addressed the heads of the railways RAI, ZC and TRK, which have been in arrears for more than
a year, to take effective measures to pay off their debts and to inform CGD meeting XXXVIII of the measures taken.

The Conference approved the distribution of positions in the OSJD Committee management, chairmen and spe-
cialists in the OSJD working bodies until 30 June 2027, as well as appointed the Secretary of the OSJD Committee for
the period until 30 June 2027.

The OSJD Work Programme for 2024 and subsequent years in the field of freight and passenger traffic, infrastruc-
ture and rolling stock, coding and IT, finance and accounting issues has been approved.

The materials submitted to session L of the OSJD Ministerial Conference were reviewed, and recommendations
were prepared for the session on the proposals of the OSJD AWG on the issues of vocational education/training in the
field of railway transport, on the Report on OSJD Activities for 2022, as well as on the OSJD Committee Budget (final -
for 2023 and preliminary - for 2024).
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Heads of delegations of meeting XXXVII of the Conference of General Directors (Authorised Representatives) of OSJD Railways
(12-14 and 19.04.2023, Warsaw, Republic of Poland)
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Activities of the 0SID
Committee




2.1. General Issues

During 2023, the OSJD
Committee, as the executive
body of the Organisation for
Co-Operation between Rail-
ways (OSJD), continued its
activities to fulfill the tasks
defined by the fundamental
documents of the OSJD and
decisions of the OSJD govern-
ing bodies. The OSJD Com- g
mittee carried out coordina-
tion activities to organise and i . H ‘ ‘ ‘ i b
implement the Programme l ‘ i n i
and Work Plans of the OSJD
working bodies for 2023.

At six meetings of the
OSJD Committee members,
the results of the work carried
out by the OSJD Commissions
and PWGs during the report-
ing period were considered, including the reports on the meetings of the OSJD working bodies, other international
organisations, in which the OSJD Committee members participated, as well as draft decisions on the issues of trans-
port policy, transport law, combined transportation, in the field of freight and passenger traffic, technical issues, etc.
submitted for approval to the OSJD governing bodies.

The OSJD Committee assumed the functions of a secretariat for the preparation and holding of meetings of
the OSJD governing bodies. The OSJD Committee was entrusted with organising the next XXXVII (37t") meeting of
the Conference of General Directors (Authorised Representatives) of OSJD Railways. The meeting of the authorised
representatives of the Conference members was held from 12 till 14 April 2023 with the use of the videoconferencing
mode, while the Conference meeting was held intramurally on 19 April 2023 in Warsaw. The anniversary L session of
the OSJD Ministerial Conference was held in Busan (Republic of Korea) from 13 till 16 June 2023 in a face-to-face format.

Based on the concluded agreements and on a mutually beneficial basis, the OSJID Committee cooperated with
international organisations, observers and OSJD affiliated enterprises.

In 2023, representatives of 25 OSJD member countries continued their work at the OSJD Committee. A repre-
sentative of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic began working at the OSJD Committee for the first time since the
country’s accession to the OSJD at the end of 2022. After the pandemic, the representative of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea resumed his work. There were no representatives from the Republic of Moldova (sanctions for non-
paid membership fees), the Islamic Republic of Iran and Turkmenistan. The issue of forwarding the representatives of
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Participants in the working meeting of the delegations of the OSJD Committee and the Republic of Korea
near the flags of the OSJD member countries (02.03.2023, Warsaw)
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In the hall of the working meeting with the delegation of the Korea Railroad Corporation (KORAIL)
(31.01.2023, OSJD Committee, Warsaw)




these countries was the subject
of working contacts.

During 2023, representa-
tives of the OSJD members from
the Republic of Azerbaijan, Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, Kyrgyz
Republic and Mongolia were
substituted.

In 2023, 75 meetings of the
0OSJD working bodies were held,
73 of which were organised in
the OSJD Committee. Thanks
to the joint efforts of the OSJD
Committee members and the
administrative and technical
staff of the OSJD Committee, as
well as the support of special-
ists and experts from the OSJD
member countries and OSJD
affiliated enterprises, the OSJD
Committee ensured the success-

In the hall of the joint meeting of the Authorised Representatives of the members of the Ministerial
Conference and the Conference of General Directors (Authorised Representatives) of OSJD Railways
(05-08.12.2023, OSJD Committee, Warsaw)

ful implementation of all activities.

The managing officials of the OSJD Committee expressed their gratitude for the great support of the countries for
the activities of the Organisation and active joint work to implement the planned activities. In order to make decisions
by the governing bodies of the OSJD member countries, the OSJD Committee ensured the use of the decision-making
mechanism through a written survey, provided for in the OSJD fundamental documents.

In addition to the active participation of its delegations, the OSJD Committee organised or participated in the
organisation of a number of other major events, listed below, including providing them with logistical support, ensur-
ing English-Russian translation, work of computer operators, etc.

- 18-19 January - the second joint OSJD-CIT-TRACECA-OSJD seminar was held on the subject "The use of the CIM/
SMGS electronic consignment note on selected TRACECA railway routes" (in videoconferencing mode). The OSJD
Committee members held separate sessions and events, presentations were made on the experience of the OSJD
member countries: the event was attended by the interested countries, railway and transport authorities, customs
authorities and international organisations;

- 10 February - at the invitation of the Vice Prime Minister, Minister of Economy and Sustainable Development of
Georgia Levan Davitashvili, the Chairman of the OSJD Committee took part in the Sixteenth Annual Meeting of
the TRACECA Intergovernmental Commission: during the event, the procedure for transferring the mandate of
the chairmanship of the TRACECA IGC from the Republic of Bulgaria to Georgia took place; the Chairman of the
0OSJD Committee held a number of bilateral meetings with the representatives of the ministries and railways of the

OSJD member countries;

- 21-24 February - the del-
egation of the OSJD Com-
mittee headed by the Chair-
man of the OSJD Commit-
tee took part in the Eighty-
fifth session of the Inland
Transport Committee of the
United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe in
Geneva: the Chairman of
the OSJD Committee made
a report in the high-level
segment dedicated to the
subject of “Actions of the
inland transport sector to
join the global fight against
climate change”;

- 2 March - a meeting of the
0OSJD Committee manage-

Participants in the working meetings with the delegation of the Ministry of Public Works and Transport
of the Lao PDR and UNESCAP in the OSJD Committee (29.05.2023, OSJD Committee)




ment - Deputy Chairmen of the OSJD
Committee with the Deputy Minister of
Land, Infrastructure and Transport of the
Republic of Korea Eo Myung-seo was held;
during the meeting, the issue of prepara-
tion for session L of the OSJD Ministerial
Conference in the Republic of Korea was
discussed;

21 March - meeting of the OSJD Commit-
tee Chairman with OTIF Secretary General
Wolfgang Kiipper was held at the OSJD
Committee, with the subject of discussion
being bilateral cooperation;

29 March - meeting of the OSJD Commit-
tee management with the representatives
of the Organisation of Turkic States (OTG)
was held in the videoconferencing mode.
The possibilities of exchanging experience
and cooperation between the two Organisations were discussed;

5-6 April - the OSJD Committee management and specialists of the OSJD Commission on Transport Policy and
Development Strategy participated in the High-Level Regional Conference on Accelerating Digital Transformation
of Railway Transport in the Asia-Pacific Region (New Delhi);

11 April - the Deputy Chairman of the OSJD Committee from the People’s Republic of China took part in the Inter-
national Conference “Innovations for Sustainable Development of Transport. Logistics as a Science and Sphere of
Professional Activity”, organised jointly by CCTT, RUT (MIIT) and the Association of Transport High Schools;

20 April — a meeting of the OSJD Committee management board with KORAIL Acting President Ko Joon-yong and
representatives of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport was held at the OSJD Committee: the parties
discussed the planned session of the OSJD Ministerial Conference in Busan, the issues of possible accession of the
Republic of Korea to the Agreement on International Passenger Traffic (SMPS) and the Agreement on International
Railway Freight Traffic (SMGS), as well as other issues of bilateral cooperation;

24-26 May - delegation of the OSJD Committee headed by the Chairman of the OSJD Committee took part in
the 2022 Summit of the International Transport Forum chaired by Morocco in Leipzig (Germany); the Chairman
of the OSJD Committee delivered a speech at the ministerial session on the subject “Transport development in
the context of a pandemic and OSJD activities in response to current challenges in the field of railway transport”.
The event also became a platform for bilateral and multilateral meetings with the representatives of participating
countries — OSJD members and other international organisations;

29 May - a meeting of the OSJD Committee delegation with the Minister of Public Works and Transport of the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic on the presentation of the Organisation’s activities was held at the OSJD Commit-
tee; the Chairman of the OSJD Committee expressed his hope for the development of cooperation; in coopera-
tion with PKP LHS LLC and
with the support of UNES-
CAP, a visit to the Stawkow
Euroterminal was organ-
ised: the working visit pro-
vided an opportunity for a
deeper understanding of
the processes and relevant
documentation related to
the successful implementa-
tion of international freight
railway traffic;

1-2 June - the delegation
of the OSJD Committee
headed by the Chairman of
the OSJD Committee took
part in the 20™ Anniversary
Caspian International Exhi-
bition “Transport, Transit

During the working meeting with the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the Republic of Poland (05.07.2023, OSJD Committee)

Participants in the working meeting with the delegation of the Korea Railroad Corporation (KORAIL)
and Logistics” in Baku: bilat- (22.11.2023, OSJD Committee)



eral meetings of the OSJD
Committee delegation with
the Chairman of AZD CJSC
Rovshan Rustamov and the
Secretary General of the
TRACECA Intergovernmen-
tal Commission Permanent
Secretariat (IGC PS) Asset
Asavbayev were held;

24-27 August — the OSJD
Committee delegation
headed by the Deputy
Chairman of the OSJD Com-
mittee from the People’s
Republic of China took part
in the exhibition “Interna-

tional Railway Fair of the — : . — , . ; .
1520 Space '‘PRO//Motion. Participants in the working meeting with the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

of the Republic of Korea to the Republic of Poland (16.10.2023, OSJD Committee)

Expo”in St. Petersburg;
12-14 September - the OSJD Committee delegation consisting of the Chairman of the OSJD Committee and the
member of the OSJD Committee from the Republic of Azerbaijan participated in the Multimodal Transport and
Logistics Forum in Istanbul (Tiirkiye): the OSJD Committee Chairman made a report on the subject“Legal aspects
of international multimodal transport”; during the visit, bilateral meetings were held with the heads of the par-
ticipating railways of the OSJD member countries; the delegation of the OSJD Committee also met bilaterally
with the Secretary General of the TRACECA IGC PS Asset Asavbayev, the Secretary General of the Organisation of
Turkic States Kubanychbek Omuraliev and with the Deputy Director General of the Turkish State Railways (TCDD)
Altun Cetin; the meeting with Azat Atamuradov, Chairman of the Turkmendemiryollary Agency of the Transport
and Communications Agency under the Cabinet of Ministers of Turkmenistan, was also important, where topi-
cal issues related to Turkmenistan’s participation in the OSJD were discussed, including the organisation of CGD
meeting XXXVIII by Turkmenistan, forwarding a representative to the OSJD Committee, as well as the possible
entry of Turkmenistan into individual agreements and treaties concluded within the OSJD framework;

14-15 September - the Deputy Chairman of the OSJD Committee from the Russian Federation and member of
the OSJD Committee from Georgia took part in the Eighth Biennial Meeting of the Working Group on the Trans-
Asian Railway Network (in videoconferencing mode); during the meeting, discussions were held on sustainable
transport and logistics networks and mobility for economic growth, environmentally sustainable transport systems
and services, as well as safe and inclusive transport;

25-26 September - the OSJD Committee delegation headed by OSJD Committee Chairman, including the Deputy
Chairman of the OSJD Committee from the People’s Republic of China and member of the OSJD Committee from
the Republic of Uzbekistan, took part in the Global High-Level Forum on Sustainable Transport in Beijing: the OSJD
Committee Chairman made reports on the subjects of the experience of the OSJD member countries and the
OSJD contribution to the development
of railways and sustainable transport in
general: during the visit, bilateral meet-
ings were held with Fei Dongbin, Head
of the State Railway Administration of
the People’s Republic of China, General
Director of the State Corporation “China
Railways” Guo Zhuxue, with the Minister
of Public Works and Transport of the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic Ngampa-
song Muongmany, as well as informal
conversations with the Ministers of Trans-
port of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
Mongolia, Russian Federation, Serbia and
Republic of Tajikistan, as well as with the
OTIF Secretary General;

13 October - the OSJD Committee Chair-

man took part in a V'deoconferencmg Panel discussion “Directions for Improving the Competitiveness of the Mongolian
format in the IV Eurasian Forum on Safety Railway Sector” (07.11.2023, Ulan-Bator, Mongolia)




IV Thilisi Silk Road Forum, which was held on 26-27 October 2023 in Thilisi (Georgia) with the participation of the OSJD Committee delegation

and Digitalisation in Railway Transport of the Academy of Logistics and Transport (Almaty, Republic of Kazakhstan)
and made a report on modern technologies in the field of railway transport;

- 26-27 October - the OSJD Committee delegation consisting of the OSJD Committee Chairman and member of
the OSJD Committee from Georgia participated in the IV Thilisi Silk Road Forum; the forum was attended by about
two thousand guests from almost 60 countries, including prime ministers and heads of the transport sector of
the OSJD member countries;

- 6-10 November - at the invitation of the Minister of Road and Transport Development of Mongolia Sandag Byam-
batsogt, the OSJD Committee Chairman took part in the International Forum “Transport Week 2023"in Ulan-Bator
(Mongolia); during the Forum, the OSJD Committee Chairman made a report on the subject “OSJD and trends
in the development of railway transport in the OSJD member countries”; bilateral meetings were held with the
heads of the transport industry of Mongolia and other participating OSJD member countries;

- 21 November - the OSJD Committee Chairman took part in the SPECA-2023 Economic Forum “Transforming
the SPECA region into a connectivity hub with global outreach” (Baku/online) at the invitation of the Ministry of
Economy of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the UN Economic Commission for Europe;

- 22 November - the OSJD Committee delegation headed by the Chairman of the OSJD Committee and consisting
of the chairmen and specialists of OSJD Commissions |, Ill and IV met with the President and Director General of




AN

IV Railway Congress with the participation of the OSJD Committee delegation (15.12.2023, Moscow, Russia)
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KORAIL Han Moon Hee; the parties discussed cooperation issues, including the participation of the Republic of
Korea in treaties and agreements within the OSJD framework, as well as the implementation of a pilot project on

combined railway traffic;
23 November - the OSJD
Committee Chairman, at
the invitation of the CIT
Secretary General Gilles
Mounier, took part in the
CIT General Assembly in
videoconferencing mode;
26 November - the OSJD
Committee Chairman par-
ticipated in the Global
Conference on Sustainable
Transport (in videoconfer-
encing mode), which was
held in Ashgabat, Turk-
menistan, timed to coincide
with the proclamation of 26
November as “World Sus-
tainable Transport Day”; in
his speech, the OSJD Com-
mittee Chairman empha-
sised the importance of
partnership and the need to
expand international coop-
eration, collaboration and
interaction for solving joint
problem and the creation of
an environmentally friendly
transport policy;

15 December - Deputy
Chairman of the OSJD
Committee Sui Ruizheng
took part in the IV Railway
Congress in the year of the
186" anniversary of railways
in Russia and the 20™ anni-
versary of the RZD 0OJSC
foundation, which was held

V- & /

In the hall of the First Caspian International Forum “Transport and Logistics’, held on 1-2 June in Baku
(Republic of Azerbaijan) within the framework of the 20" Anniversary Caspian International Exhibition
“Transport, Transit and Logistics” (TransLogistica Caspian 2023)
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During the Forum on Multimodal Transportati

in Moscow: during the event, among other things, bilateral meetings were held dedicated to the issues of coop-

eration within OSJD.

During 2023, bilateral meetings of the OSJD Committee Chairman with the Ambassadors Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the following OSJD member countries were held: the Islamic Republic of Iran, the People’s Republic of
China, the Republic of Korea and Ukraine. During the year, the OSJD Committee Chairman also attended the events
organised by embassies of other OSJD member countries. The managing board of the OSJD Committee paid special
attention to the development of the geopolitical situation and took necessary measures to ensure the smooth imple-
mentation of planned objectives. Members of the OSJD Committee took an active part in the meetings and confer-
ences held at the OSJD Committee, as well as the events of the partners and international organisations dedicated to
the subject of modern challenges and the development of railway transport, as well as strengthening cooperation in
the regions of the OSJD member countries.

g B
On 24-26 May, the OSJD Committee delegation took part in the Summit-2023 of the International Transport Forum in Leipzig (Germany)




3. e

Status of 0SJD Activities
by Subjects




3.1. Transport Policy and Development Strategy

The activities within the OSJD Commission on Transport Policy and Development
Strategy were carried out in the field of OSJD railway transport policy, the main strategic
objective of which is the coordinated development of the OSJD railway system, the imple-
mentation of comprehensive measures aimed at improving transportation and developing
OSJD transport corridors, facilitating border crossing procedures in international railway
passenger and freight traffic, increasing the attractiveness of railway transportation, wid-
ening the railway component in multimodal transportation, with the aim of attracting
international transit traffic and, accordingly, raising the share of railway transport in the
transport market, using the advantage inherent in railway transport, namely environmental
friendliness and acceptable delivery times at economically justified prices. Chairman of the 0SJD

In the reporting year, at session L of the OSJD Ministerial Conference (13-16 June 2023, Commission on Transport Policy
Busan, Republic of Korea), the Comprehensive Plans (CP) for improving the transportation and Development Strategy

) § _ ) Shukhrat Kayumkhodjaev
and developing the OSJD railway transport corridors Nos. 1-13 until 2030 (OSJD RTC) were
approved.

Taking into account possible additions and pro-
vision of materials for the Comprehensive Plans (CP)
for improving the transportation and developing the
OSJD railway transport corridors Nos. 1-13 until 2030
by OSJD member countries, as well as proposals from
OSJD member countries to connect new lines to OSJD
railway transport corridors Nos. 1-13, it was decided
to continue work on updating the CP.

In order to analyse the status of implementation
of the planned activities for developing the railway infrastructure, including the junction sections specified in the CP,
it was decided to start monitoring the implementation of the CP for 2021-2023 in 2024.

This year, updated Technical and Operational Certificates (TOC) of OSJD railway transport corridors Nos. 1-13 were
prepared and presented at the final meeting of the OSJD Commission on Transport Policy and Development Strategy.

It was decided to continue works on updating the TOC taking into account possible additions, updating data and
connecting lines to OSJD RTCs Nos. 1-13.

Interest was confirmed in continuing the exchange of information on the activities to implement the provisions
of the Memoranda of Cooperation in the field of technical, operational and commercial development of OSJD railway
transport corridors Nos. 1-13. In the reporting year, the Memoranda of Cooperation in the field of technical, operational
and commercial development of OSJD railway transport corridors Nos. 1, 2 and 10 were re-signed and entered into force.

Consultative meetings of the member countries of OSJD railway transport corridor No. 1 continued.

The main objectives of the consultative meetings are the following issues:

- identifying the bottlenecks
and developing appropriate
solutions to eliminate them
along the entire length of
the corridor;

- improving interaction
between the member coun-
tries of the corridor and
their railway companies for
more efficient operation,
including digitalisation of
transportation along the
corridor.

The issue of possible
setting-up a Working Group

(Coordinating Body) to provide ]
administration of the OSJD rail- Expert’}n.eethg of the OSJD .Comm|55|on on Trans.port Policy and'DeveIopment Strategy on the"

. subject “Directions for strategic development of railway transport in the OSJD member countries
way transport corridor No. 1 (06-08.02.2023, OSJD Committee, Warsaw)

Specialists of the OSJD Commission on Transport Policy and Development
Strategy (from left to right): Zurab Kozmava, Bakyt Orozbaev, Diana lurkovski




was considered. When considering this
issue, the member countries of OSJD
railway transport corridor No. 1 did not
come to a unanimous decision on the
advisability of its setting-up.

The meeting of the Commission
planned to consider the positions of the
0OSJD member countries regarding the
preparation of proposals for introduc-
ing amendments and additions into the
provisions of the standard Memoranda
of Cooperation in the field of technical,
operational and commercial develop-
ment of OSJD railway transport corri-
dors Nos. 1-13. However, no proposals

for amendments and additions into the .
provisions of the standard Memoranda Presidium of the expert meeting on the subject “Directions for strategic development of
railway transport in the OSJD member countries” (06-08.02.2023, OSJD Committee, Warsaw)

of Cooperation in the field of technical,
operational and commercial development of OSJD railway transport corridors Nos. 1-13 have been received from the
OSJD member countries.

One of the important areas of the OSJD Commission on Transport Policy and Development Strategy’s activities is
the development of OSJD railway transport corridors by studying the possibility of connecting new lines to them. Thus,
in the reporting year, the proposal of the Russian Federation to include a new railway section Birobidzhan | — Mikhailo-
Semyonovskaya (Leninsk Il) - Tongjiang-North in OSJD railway transport corridor No. 1 was considered one more time.

The participants of OSJD railway transport corridor No. 1 from the Republic of Belarus, Republic of Kazakhstan,
People’s Republic of China, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Republic of Latvia, Mongolia, Republic of Uzbekistan
and Republic of Estonia supported the inclusion of the new railway section Birobidzhan | - Mikhailo-Semyonovskaya
(Leninsk Il) - Tongjiang-North into the OSJD railway transport corridor No. 1.

The participants of OSJD railway transport corridor No. 1 from the Republic of Lithuania and Republic of Poland
did not participate in the decision-making on this issue. In addition, the procedure for connecting the new line Thilisi —
Marabda - Akhalkalaki — Kartsakhi — Janbaz — Kars as a branch ‘k’ of OSJD RTC No. 5 was completed.

In this regard, the countries participating in OSJD RTCs Nos. 1 and 5 addressed the OSJD Committee with a request
to prepare and send Memoranda of Cooperation in the field of technical, operational and commercial development
of OSJD railway transport corridors Nos. 1 and 5 for their re-signing, as well as to update the TEC of OSJD RTCs Nos. 1
and 5 and the CP of RTCs Nos. 1 and 5.

At the meeting of the Commission, the draft updated Map of OSJD railway transport corridors as of 2009 was con-
sidered in terms of including
into the Map of the new lines
connected to OSJD corridors
Nos. 1-13. The works in this
this field are continued in
2024, taking into account
the proposals and comments
received from the OSJD
member countries.

In the reporting year,
the OSJD Committee, as the
depositary of the “Agreement
on organisational and opera-
tional aspects of combined
transportation in Europe-Asia
traffic’, informed that on 21
June 2023, the Republic of
Korea acceded to this Agree- 4 i \ 1

ment, .and from 5 AUQL_lSt Participants in the expert meeting on the subject “Directions for strategic development of railway
2023, in accordance with transport in the OSJD member countries” (06-08.02.2023, 0SJD Committee, Warsaw)




Article 11 of the Agreement, the
railway lines of the Republic of
Korea are included in Annexes
I and Il of the “Agreement on
organisational and operational
aspects of combined transporta-
tion in Europe-Asia traffic”.

In 2023, works were carried
out to analyse the information
regarding the causes of pas-
senger train delays and freight
wagons’ downtime at border
(transfer) stations, identifying
existing problems and barriers
to the movement of goods and
the transportation of passengers
in international traffic, with the

participation of the representa-  consideration of the agenda items of the expert meeting on the subject “Development of measures
tives of border control bodies, aimed at facilitating border crossing procedures in international railway traffic in the Eurasian space”
customs services, ministries of (29527.04.2023, O5/B Commiftce)

transport and railways of the OSJD member countries, as well as international organisations.

An exchange of views took place on the issues of best practices, equipment and technologies used at railway
border crossing points by border, customs and railway authorities, which make it possible to achieve substantial results
in reducing border crossing times and the greatest efficiency of cargo and passenger control.

Analytical information on the causes of passenger train delays and freight wagons’ downtime at border (transfer)
stations in the countries for 2022 was reviewed in comparison to 2021.

In the information provided by the OSJD member countries on the number and reasons for delays (uncouplings)
of freight wagons at border and transfer stations in international freight traffic, in most cases the following data are
indicated:

- commercial reasons;

- technical reasons;

- non-acceptance due to exceeding the daily acceptance rate of wagons by the adjacent party, lack of customs
declarations, accompanying documents for wagon shipments, technical faults of wagons, absence of the cargo
owner’s mark, incorrectly filled out consignment note, delay of freight wagoms based on the decision of the state
administration (customs, border inspection, veterinary and phytosanitary authorities);

- obstruction of traffic/customs control/border control;

- other reasons.

Bilateral investigations of

delay cases of passenger and h - f{
freight trains are conducted . 4
on a periodic basis with neigh- . : - #

bouring railways, information is
exchanged and the reasons for
the delays are analysed. The vol-
umes of train traffic are agreed
upon by the parties based on
the efficient use of the process-
ing capacity of border (transfer)
stations and the capacity of the
adjacent sections.

In the reporting year, a draft
Compendium Report under the
title “Improving the efficiency
of border (transfer) stations in

Internat'?nal rallway traffic in In the hall of the annual meeting of the OSJD Commission on Transport Policy
the Eurasian space”was prepared and Development Strategy (07-10.11.2023, 0SJD Committee)




and presented at a the Commission meeting. It was decided to continue the works on filling in the draft Compendium
Report with the information submitted or supplemented by the OSJD member countries.

In order to ensure uninterrupted transport communications, reduce delays in passenger trains traffic and down-
time of freight wagons at border crossing points, the Chinese party proposed to establish a uniform platform through
which operational data will be exchanged on the functioning and operation of railway border crossing points/transfer
stations of the OSJD member countries.

The Chinese party made a presentation on the goals and objectives of the proposed platform, as well as presented
a draft Table for the exchange of relevant information on the functioning of border crossing points. The Ukrainian party
proposed to supplement the draft Table with the information on the existing electronic data exchange in the volume
of the consignment note, train transfer sheet, wagon list, and accompanying documents.

The works in this area are continued in 2024.

The information received from OSJD member countries on the implementation of the provisions of the Declara-
tion adopted at the Vlll International Interagency Meeting “Practice in border crossing by rail” (22-23 September 2015,
Gdanisk, Republic of Poland) has been summarised.

At the Commission meeting, the delegation of Ukraine informed that today the current mechanism that will
significantly reduce the downtime of wagons at border stations is the introduction of transportation using paperless
technology. An alternative to this can be high-quality data exchange in the volume of a consignment note.

In this regard, the delegation of Ukraine asked the meeting participants to intensify the works towards introduc-
ing the electronic consignment note. At the first stage, it is advisable to organise information exchange of data in the
volume of a consignment note, ensuring the timeliness and reliability of the transmitted information.

In accordance with the Work Plan of the OSJD Commission on Transport Policy and Development Strategy for
2023, the X International Interagency Meeting “Practice in border crossing by rail” was scheduled for 27-28 September
2023, but due to the insufficient number of participants who applied to participate in this Conference, it was cancelled.

The issues of practical implementation of Annex 9 “Facilitation of border crossing procedures for international
carriage by rail” to the International Convention on the Harmonisation of Frontier Controls of Goods of 1982 were
considered.

Based on the information provided by the OSJD member countries on the activities carried out on the practical
implementation of Annex 9, the following can be stated:

- the activities are underway in the OSJD member countries aimed at developing the facilities of the railway
border stations (availability of equipment, devices, information systems and communication facilities providing
the exchange of preliminary information, etc.) and improving their infrastructure. The implementation of these
activities will make it possible to bring the throughput and carrying capacity of stations and adjacent sections

Participants in the annual meeting of the OSJD Commission on Transport Policy and Development Strategy
(07-10.11.2023, OSJD Committee)




in line with the volumes of

transportation;

- bilateral investigations of
the delays in passenger
and freight trains traffic are
carried out on a periodical
basis between neighbour-
ing railway administrations
(railway administrations
exchange information and
analyse the causes of train
delays, including those
caused by the faults of rail-
way service personnel);

- customs control is per-
formed on the basis of
the principle of selectivity,
based on the risk analysis
and management system.
If the goods located in (on)
arolling stock unit are closed and sealed properly and the necessary information is provided, then customs control
for transit goods is usually performed in a simplified order;

- the application of Annex 9 has contributed to the increased efficiency of border crossing points and has reduced
the downtime of freight wagons.

At the Commission meeting, the delegation of Ukraine informed that Ukraine has become the thirty-sixth country
to join the Convention on a Common Transit Procedure. As of today, all necessary measures have been completed to
ensure the transportation of goods under the common transit procedure. The practical application of this procedure
can significantly reduce the downtime of goods at the checkpoints.

In this regard, the delegation of Ukraine asked the countries participating in the Convention on a Common Transit
Procedure to inform railway transport customers about the possibility of using this customs procedure when sending
goods to Ukraine.

The works were continued on the issues of railway transport policy, the strategic objective of which to coordinate
the development of the OSJD railway system, to increase the competitiveness of railways and to attract additional
volumes of international transit traffic. At the expert meeting on the subject “Directions of strategic development of
railway transport in the OSJD member countries’, presentations and information reports were delivered by the repre-
sentatives from Hungary, People’s Republic of China, Kyrgyz Republic, Russian Federation, Slovak Republic, Republic of
Uzbekistan and Ukraine regarding the directions of strategic development and ongoing reforms of railway transport
in these countries, in particular,
as regards the infrastructure pro- b \
jects for the development of the o
railway network, further devel-
opment of passenger service
and improvement of the quality
of services provided to passen-
gers, ongoing reforms to liber-
alise railway transport and the
transportation process. The pres-
entation of the OSJD Committee
on the strategic objectives of the
Organisation, the works carried
out to raise the attractiveness
of railway transport, to increase
the railway component in multi-
modal transportation, to extend

the share of railway transiport I Meeting of the AWG on the OSJD railway transport statistics
the transport market, using the (14-15.03.2023, 0SJD Committee)

Expert meeting on the subject “Development of measures aimed at facilitating border crossing
procedures in international railway traffic in the Eurasian space” (24-27.04.2023, OSJD Committee)
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advantageous features of rail-
way transport, namely environ-
mental friendliness, and the role
that digitalisation of the railway
transportation process of pas-
sengers and goods plays in the
further development of railway
transport as a whole, was also
delivered.

The importance of further
attempts for the development
of OSJD railway transport corri-
dors and the works carried out
within the OSJD framework on
this subject, taking into account
the strategic goals of the OSJD
member countries, was noted.

An exchange of experience
and opinions on key strategic
areas of railway transport development in the OSJD member countries took place.

A Round Table on the outcomes and plans for reforming railway transport carried out in the OSJD member
countries was planned for 29-30 March 2023, but due to the insufficient number of participants applied for the above-
mentioned Round Table, it was cancelled.

The working staff of the OSJD Commission on Transport Policy and Development Strategy made a summary of
the materials on the subject “Main statistical data on railway transport” for 2022 and the main operational indicators
of the OSJD railway transport corridors Nos. 1-13 for 2022 based on the data provided by the OSJD member countries.

The summed-up statistical data and key performance indicators of the OSJD railway transport corridors Nos. 1-13
for 2022 were agreed upon for compilation and publication in the “OSJD Bulletin of Statistical Data on Railway Trans-
port for 2022

In 2023, the OSJD member countries continued their activities towards formation and development of national
databases on scientific, technical and economic information, the totality of which constitutes a distributed international
database — OSJD ADB.

The total volume of the international distributed database of scientific, technical and economic information of the
0OSJD member countries that submitted data as of 30 December 2022 amounted to 2,825,496 documents; the total
volume of the documents issued from the OSJD ADB amounted to 4,601,229 documents.

An analysis of the technical libraries’ activities of the OSJD member countries was done, based on the data received
from the OSJD member countries. The participants in the Commission meeting were informed about the progress of
work on maintaining and developing the STEI centres Web-page on the OSJD Website and were encouraged to use
this OSJD Internet resource more actively.

A draft updated version of OSJD Leaflet O 905/1 “Methodological Guide for working in the field of transport sci-
entific, technical and economic information exchange” was prepared, which was agreed upon and sent for approval in
accordance with the procedure provided for in paragraph 2 of Article IV of the OSJD Committee Regulations.

The “Address Directory” was updated and its electronic version was posted on the STEI centers Webpage on the
OSJD Website.

Participants in the expert meeting on railway transport statistics
(20-22.09.2023, OSJD Committee)

In the reporting year, in accordance with the decision of session L of the OSJD Ministerial Conference, the works
on the subject of “Ecological issues and environmental protection in railway transport” were resumed.

A decision was made to begin the works in 2024 on updating OSJD Leaflets of a recommendatory nature
Nos. 001-007.




3.2. Transport Law

The legal basis for ensuring international railway traffic in the OSJD member countries
is the Agreement on International Passenger Traffic (SMPS) and the Agreement on Inter-
national Freight Railway Traffic (SMGS).

SMPS and SMGS are legal acts that regulate both the conditions for concluding a
contract of transportation of cargo, passengers, luggage and load luggage, and directly
the conditions and procedures for carrying out such transportation.

The activities of the OSJD Commission on Transport Law are aimed at the improve-
ment of SMGS and SMPS Agreements, in particular, consideration of draft amendments and
additions to the mentioned agreements and service instructions to them, preparation of
draft documents that regulate the international railway transportation of freight, passen-

. ] . Chairperson of the OSJD
gers, luggage and load luggage, consideration, agreement and adoption of proposals for Commission on Transport Law
amendments and additions to the leaflets that are under the jurisdiction of the Commission. Olena Oleksiy

In the reporting year, the Commission carried
out its activities on the basis of the Commission’s
Work Plan for 2023, adopted by the joint meeting of
Plenipotentiaries of the Members of OSJD Ministe-
rial Conference and Conference of General Directors
(Authorised Representatives) of OSJD Railways, which
was held on 30 November — 2 December 2021, as well
as the Work Programme for 2023 on the following
subjects:

« Improvement of the Agreement on International
Passenger Traffic (SMPS) and the Service Instruc-
tions to SMPS (Sl to SMPS) and preparation of draft documents regulating international railway transport of pas-
sengers, luggage and load luggage;

« Updating of OSJD leaflets on the issues of international railway passenger traffic;

« Agreement on International Freight Railway Traffic (SMGS) and the Service Instructions to SMGS (S| to SMGS);

+ Carrying out work in the field of the Rules for the Transportation of Dangerous Goods;

- Development of technical conditions for stowage and fastening of goods;

+ Improvement of Annex 6 “CIM/SMGS Consignment Note Manual (GLV-CIM/SMGS)” to SMGS.

Specialists of the OSJD Commission on Transport Law (from left to right):
Jelena Antonevi¢, Okhunboy Khudoyorov, Jelena Agamalova

On 1 May 2023, the amendments and additions to the Agreement on International Passenger Traffic and Ser-
vice Instructions (SI) to SMPS, adopted in 2022 and approved in accordance with the procedure established in Article
46 “Publication, amendment and modification of the present Agreement, Service Instructions’, came into force. Also,
the SMPS was amended following the accession of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic to the Agreement as of 1
January 2023. The OSJD Committee prepared and submitted to all SMPS participants the updated texts of SMPS and
Sl to SMPS. The updated texts of SMPS and Sl to SMPS with amendments and additions effective from 1 May 2023 are
posted on the OSJD Website. The OSJD Committee prepared and posted on the OSJD Website an unofficial translation
of the above-mentioned updated texts in English.

In 2023, two expert meetings of the Commission on SMPS issues and a meeting of the Commission on SMPS
issues were held.

All meetings in 2023 considered proposals received from SMPS participants for amendments and additions to
the SMPS and Sl to SMPS.

Amendments and additions to Article 10“Conditions of validity of travel documents’, Article 35 “Refund of carriage
charges’, Article 43 “Claims” of the SMPS were agreed. Articles 4 “Performance of carriage of passengers, luggage and
load luggage” and 23 “Packing and marking of luggage” of the SMPS have been amended for editorial purposes. In
Annex 1 “List of addresses of SMPS Parties making information available on the specified services to be provided for
the passengers with reduced mobility” and Annex 3 “List of addresses of organisations handling and settling claims”
the data concerning Ukraine has been changed.

In Sl to SMPS, amendments and additions were made to Article 6 “Non-machine processable ticket folder’, Article
15 “Service staff management”and Article 28 “Actions to be taken by the carrier in the case of on non-compliance with
provisions of the contract for carriage of passengers or changes in contractual terms”. Editorial changes have been
made to Article 15 “Service staff management”, Article 32 “Carriage of passengers, handover of luggage and load lug-
gage at border stations”, Article 35 “Claims against carriers”, Article 37 “Claims for refund of charges for carriage of lug-
gage and load luggage’; item 40 of Annex 12 “Explanatory notes for completing the SMPS formal report” and Annex
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tinued on updating the draft Participants in the meeting of the OSJD Commission on Transport Law on SMGS issues (14-17.11.2023,
Agreement on the relationship  ©05/D Committee), at which amendments and additions to the SMGS Agreement were agreed upon,
which the meeting of the OSJD Committee members No. 6-2023 decided to approve and put into

between carriers in interna- effect as of 1 July 2024

tional passenger traffic, pre-
pared and agreed upon at the meeting of the OSJD Commission on Transport Law in 2015. Proposals from the OSJD
member countries on this issue were considered at all meetings in 2023.

The draft Agreement on the relationship was amended in connection with requirements to filling in of travel and
transportation documents, registration of claims and other documents, regulation of carrier’s actions and organisation
of work of service personnel. Based on the results of discussion at the meeting of the Commission on SMPS issues the
updated text of the draft Agreement on the relationship was agreed.

In 2023, the work was continued to update the draft Document regulating issues related to the service staff of
the entities involved in the international passenger traffic, prepared and agreed upon at the meeting of the OSJD
Commission on Transport Law in 2017. On the basis of the amendments introduced in SMPS and Sl to SMPS and con-
cerning the organisation of work of the service personnel, the draft Document was amended accordingly.

An updated text of the draft Document was agreed at the meeting of the Commission on SMPS issues. The Com-
mission will continue to work on improving the draft Document in 2024.

On 1 May 2023 the amendments and additions to Leaflet O 111 “Rules for the issuance and application of
0SJD service tickets and single-use free tickets” (Leaflet O 111), adopted in 2022 and approved in accordance with
the established procedure, came into force. The OSJD Committee, responsible for the management of Leaflet O 111,
prepared and submitted its XVII edition to all OSJD member countries.

In 2023, the OSJD Committee prepared and posted on the OSJD Website the unofficial translation into English
of Leaflet O 111.

In 2024, work to update Leaflet O 111 will continue.

From 1 July 2023 the amendments and additions to the Agreement on International Freight Railway Traffic
and Service Instructions (SI) to SMGS, adopted in 2023 and approved in accordance with the procedure laid down in
Article 56 of SMGS “Amendment, Supplement and Publication of the Agreement and Sl to SMGS", as well as amend-
ments resulting from the accession of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic to the Agreement as of 1 January 2023
came into force. The updated texts of SMGS and S| to SMGS with amendments and additions as of 1 July 2023 were
published on the OSJD Website.

Throughout the year, the expert meetings of the Commission on SMGS issues and the meeting of the Commis-
sion on SMGS issues considered proposals by SMGS participants for amendments and additions to the SMGS and the
Sl to the SMGS, including those relating to the question of the risk of two claims in the event of loss of goods (from
consignor and consignee) on one consignment note, issues related to the possibility of marking after transhipment
from wagons of different gauge, regulation of the use of electronic or paper form of documents (commercial act, gen-
eral form act, opening act), the use of SMGS working languages for printing consignment note forms and for official
correspondence during transport.

Following consideration, the participants agreed on amendments to Article 15 § 3 of the SMGS regarding the use
of SMGS working languages for printing consignment note forms for transport to/from the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic and item 13.1 of the Sl to the SMGS on the use of SMGS working languages for official correspondence for
transport to/from the Lao People’s Democratic Republic.




The abovementioned RN o
amendments and additions to : =
SMGS and S| to SMGS, agreed
and adopted in accordance
with the established procedure,
entered into force on 1 July 2024.

Work on improvement of
SMGS and SI to SMGS will con-
tinue in 2024.

In 2023, works were contin-
ued on the preparation of pro-
posals for draft amendments
and additions to SMGS aimed
at resolving issues on the docu-
ment of title.

During the meetings of the

Ad Hoc Working Group (herein- | : [,

after referred to as AWG) on the Meeting of the OSJD Commission on Transport Law on SMPS issues (21-23.11.2023, OSJD Committee),
; . at which amendments and additions to the SMPS Agreement were agreed upon, which the meeting of
issues of the document of title to the OSJD Committee members No. 6-2023 decided to approve and put into effect as of 1 May 2024

the goods the participants con-

sidered three options for the concept of a document of title prepared by the leading duty holder, the People’s Republic
of China AWG member, and, following discussions, unanimously decided to adopt as a basis for further development
the idea that the SMGS Bill of Lading (document of title) should be issued as a separate document (not as part of the
railway consignment note) and should be issued in addition to the SMGS consignment note.

Within the framework of the meetings the participants considered draft Annex 7 “SMGS Bill of Lading Guidelines”
to the SMGS, prepared by the leading duty holder, a member of the AWG from the People’s Republic of China.

Work on draft Annex 7 to SMGS and proposals for amendments and additions to SMGS and Sl to SMGS to address
the issues of the document of title, will continue in 2024.

Works were also underway in 2023 on drafting comprehensive amendments and additions to SMGS to address
issues related to the carriage of goods under a single consignment note when a shipment follows several railway
sections of track connected with water sections.

Participants of the meetings of the AWG on the issues of railway and waterway traffic considered and agreed
proposals on amendments and additions to SMGS and S| to SMGS, prepared by the leading duty holder of the AWG
from the Republic of Kazakhstan, taking into account proposals of the AWG members. In particular, amendments were
agreed to Articles: 2 “Terms", 3 “Application of the Agreement’, 9 “Carriage of dangerous goods’, 12 “Information Manual’,
24 "Goods delivery period’, 39 “Limits of a carrier’s liability” of the SMGS; item 8 “Explanatory notes on the content of
the consignment note” of Annex 1 “Rules for the carriage of goods” to the SMGS, structure of Annex 5 “Information
Manual” to the SMGS.

The draft prepared by the AWG was considered in 2023 at the expert and Commission meetings on SMGS issues.

The participants of the meeting of the Commission on SMGS issues noted that the AWG had prepared a preliminary
draft of comprehensive amendments to the SMGS related to the carriage of goods under a single consignment note
when a shipment follows several railway sections of track connected with water sections, and it was therefore decided
to consider the work of the AWG completed. Further consideration and harmonisation of the aforementioned draft
comprehensive amendments to the SMGS, taking into account the proposals of the SMGS participants, will continue
within the meetings of experts and the Commission on SMGS issues

In view of the decision of the meeting of the Commission on SMGS issues, the joint meeting of the Plenipotentiary
Representatives of Members of the OSJD Ministerial Conference and the Conference of General Directors (Authorised
Representatives) of the OSJD Railways (5-8 December 2023) took a decision to conclude the work of the AWG of the
OSJD Commission on Transport Law for railway and waterway traffic from 31 December 2023, expressing gratitude
for the work done to all the participants of the AWG.

It should be noted that in the course of 2023 the work on updating the data of Annex 5 to SMGS “Information
Guide” continued, also in connection with the extension of the scope of SMGS application. During the accounting
period the OSJD Committee received applications from the SMGS participants from the Republic of Belarus, Repub-
lic of Bulgaria, Hungary, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Republic of Latvia, Slovak Republic, Republic of Poland,
Ukraine and Republic of Estonia to make amendments to SMGS Annex 5 “Information Guide”. The announced changes
mainly concerned adding new carriers participating in international traffic under SMGS conditions to the list, as well as
updating the contact data of the previously announced carriers. In accordance with paragraph 3 of Article 12 of SMGS,
the declared changes were included by the OSJD Committee into Annex 5 to SMGS, published and put into effect in




accordance with the stipulated procedure.

The updated text of Annex 5 to SMGS, as well as the statements of the SMGS participants are published on the
OSJD Website.

During 2023, two AWG meetings in the field of the Rules for the Transportation of Dangerous Goods, an expert
meeting and a Commission meeting were held.

At the AWG meeting in February 2023, a control copy of the Rules for the Transportation of Dangerous Goods in
electronic form (Annex 2 to SMGS) in the wording as of 1 July 2023 was prepared, as well as the List of regulatory and
technical documents that are additionally applied in order to fulfill the requirements of Annex 2 to SMGS.

When preparing the control copy of the Rules for the Transportation of Dangerous Goods (Annex 2 to SMGS), the
participants of the meeting determined and recorded the wording of the paragraphs requiring further discussion.

In the course of 2023 the experts of the OSJD Commission on Transport Law considered the proposals both on
amendments and additions to the Rules for Transportation of Dangerous Goods (Annex 2 to SMGS) in accordance with
the amendments and additions made in the current international and national regulations on the transportation of
dangerous goods, taking into account the specificity of operation of the railways of the OSJD member countries, as well
as the proposals of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the OSJD Commission on Transport Law for railway and waterway
traffic on SMGS issues.

In view of the request of the expert meeting of the OSJD Commission on Transport Law in the field of the Rules
for the Transportation of Dangerous Goods (22-24 August 2023) it was decided to publish on the OSJD Website Annex
2 to SMGS in the editions from 2004 to 2022, which was carried out by the working staff of the Commission already
before the end of 2023.

Due to the fact that Annex 2 to SMGS as of 1 July 2023 does not contain the norm according to which the SMGS
participants are to provide information for filling in the list of experts in the field of control of technical condition of
tanks, published on the OSJD Website, it was decided at the meeting of the OSJD Commission on Transport Law in the
field of the Rules for the Transportation of Dangerous Goods to remove this list from the OSJD Website.

Work on further updating of Annex 2 to SMGS and harmonisation of legal instruments related to the transporta-
tion of dangerous goods will continue in 2024.

Within the subject Development of technical conditions for stowage and fastening of goods, two AWG meetings,
an expert meeting and a Commission meeting were held, at which amendments and additions to Annex 3 “Techni-
cal Conditions for Stowage and Fastening of Goods” to SMGS and to the OSJD Leaflet O+R 401 were developed and
approved.

At the meeting of the Commission, amendments and additions were adopted to item 15.23 of Annex 3 “Technical
Conditions for Stowage and Fastening of Goods” to SMGS with effect from 1 July 2025 and to the Il edition of OSJD
Leaflet O+R 401 “Stowage and fastening of goods in high capacity containers” with effect from 1 July 2024.

These amendments and additions have undergone the necessary procedure to be put into effect in due time.

At the 2023 AWG meetings, much attention was paid to the process of organising special funding to carry out
the work on the subject “Development of technical conditions for stowage and fastening of goods in wagons
of 1520-mm gauge”.

In particular, the participants of the AWG meetings updated and agreed on the list of topics to be developed,
defined the organisational aspects of the work of the AWG on this issue in terms of management, the process of deter-
mining the duty holder of the topic and the required amount of funding for 2024.

In order to fulfil the decision of session L of the OSJD Ministerial Conference, the working staff of the OSJD Com-
mission, in accordance with the stipulated procedure, sent to all OSJD members the rationale for the special financing
and requested them to send to the OSJD Committee their written opinion on the interest in the implementation of the
relevant developments in due time. The proposals received were considered at the ad hoc meeting of the AWG, which
was held in videoconference mode. As a result, the participants of the meeting did not come to a common opinion on
the definition of the duty holder of the subject in accordance with item 2 of article 9 of the Regulations of the OSJD
Commissions (Leaflet A6) and in this regard they considered it inexpedient at this stage to consider the issue in terms
of development of new provisions of Annex 3 to SMGS with application of the “Methodology for the preparation and
development of subjects with special financing”.

In 2023 amendments to Annexes 1, 4 and 9 of SMGS Annex 6 “CIM/SMGS consignment note manual” were
introduced and came into force in accordance with the request of the SMGS participant from the Republic of Kazakh-
stan to extend the scope of application of the CIM/SMGS consignment note and from Ukraine to update the contact
details of the Ukrainian Railways JSC. The updated text of Annex 6 to SMGS “CIM/SMGS consignment note manual”is
available on the OSJD Website.

Within the framework of the joint OSJD and CIT project “CIM/SMGS transport law harmonisation” no works were
carried out in 2023.




3.3. Freight Traffic

In 2023, the activities of the OSJD Commission on Freight Traffic was carried out in
the following areas:

- improvement of international agreements on transit freight tariffs and updating of
tariff terms and conditions for transit freight transport operations;

- updating the rules on the use of freight wagons in international traffic in order to
ensure their harmonisation with similar international regulatory documents;

- improvement of the Agreement on International Transportation of Containers as part
of Container Trains;

- coordination of freight volumes in international traffic;

- harmonisation of the unified system of description and coding of goods in interna- Chairperson of the OSJD
tional traffic on the railways of the OSJD member countries; Com“;ljﬂ:i';:';\gzgcaTrafﬁc

- organisation of freight transportation in containers in international traffic, planning
and organisation of seam-
less running of container
trains on the routes Asia —
Europe - Asia;

- organisation of combined,
intermodal and multimodal
international transport
operations;

- development and coordina-
tion of international freight
trains schedules;

- development and organisation of transportation of postal items by rail;

- organisation of international freight transportation using the CIM/SMGS consignment note;

- examination of the issues related to the identification of freight wagons in international traffic;

- cooperation with international organisations in the field of freight traffic in order to improve the efficiency of
railway transport, to ensure the competitiveness of international railway traffic, and to improve transport and
logistics services.

These subjects, falling within the competence of the Commission, were discussed at meetings and workshops
held in accordance with the Commission’s Work Plan for 2023.

Specialists of the OSJD Commission on Freight Traffic (from left to right):
Abdulrazaq Bakhshi, Jang In Chol, Olga Artemjeva, Namjildorj Namsrai

The subject “Improvement of the Agreement on the Unified Transit Tariff (ETT), and updating the ETT Tariff”
was discussed at the meeting of the representatives of the Parties to the ETT Agreement (27-30 June 2023, OSJD Com-
mittee, Warsaw).

The Parties to the ETT Agreement have considered the following proposals related to:

- improving the ETT Agreement, generated by the OSJD Committee, as a depositary of the Agreement, as well as
received during the meeting from the representatives of the Parties to the Agreement;

- updating the ETT Tariff, generated by the “Kazakhstan Temir Zholy National Company” JSC (KZH), “Kyrgyz Temir
Zholu National Company” State Enterprise (KRG), O'zbekiston temir yo'llari JSC (UTI), Ministry of Infrastructure of
Ukraine and the OSJD Committee, as the depositary of the Agreement, as well as received from the representa-
tives of the Parties to the Agreement during the meeting.

As a result of discussions, agreed decisions were taken to improve the Agreement and to update the ETT Tariff.

The OSJD Committee, as a depositary of the Agreement, announced the amendments and additions agreed by
the Parties to the Agreement to:

- the Agreement, effective from 16 October 2023, regarding the timing of sending the minutes of the meeting;

- the ETT Tariff:

. effective from 21 July 2023, regarding the Section “Tables of transit distances” and related to updating of the

tables of transit distances of railways of Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bulgaria and Kyrgyzstan;

. effective from 16 October 2023, regarding:

1) clarification of the procedure for calculating the tariff rates for the carriage of goods, as set out in Paragraph
6 of Section Il “Calculation and collection of carriage charges”;
2) the possibility of applying special tariff conditions when containers are transported as part of a container




train or a group of containers;

3) clarifications on determining the transport distance;

4) clarifying the procedure for calculating and collecting freight charges for carriage of a wagon used as a
buffer;

5) bringing the provisions of Paragraph 27 “Charges for a conductor accompanying the cargo, driver of a road
train, car driver” of Section Ill “Calculation and collection of carriage charges”in line with the provisions of
SMGS Annex 1“Rules for the carriage of goods”;

6) supplementing Paragraph 29 “Charges for the carriage of transport equipment” of Section Ill “Calculation
and collection of carriage charges”;

7) updating the Table in Section IV “List of dangerous goods” to bring it in line with the provisions of SMGS
Annex 2 “Rules for the carriage of dangerous goods”;

8) clarification of the procedure and conditions for collection of charges for cold transport during carriage in
isothermal wagons and for provision of fuel by the carrier during transportation on Ukrainian Railways;

9) editorial improvements to the text of the ETT Tariff.

The Parties to the Agreement have agreed on the calculation of the carriage charge according to the tariff rate of
the 1t and 2 tariff classes of the ETT Tariff in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 14 “Charges for carriage of
goods in a wagon” of Section Il “Calculation and collection of carriage charges” of the ETT Tariff for cargoes with new
GNG codes, applied as of 1 June 2023.

The OSJD Committee, as the depositary of the Agreement, announced amendments to the Agreement and to
the ETT Tariff with effect from 12 February 2023, concerning the name of the Party to the Agreement from Ukraine.

The OSJD Committee, as the depositary of the Agreement, in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement
and on the basis of the official notifications of the Parties to the Agreement from KZH, Ministry of Transport of Rus-
sia and Turkmenistan Railways — Agency “Turkmendemiryollary” (TRK), announced the introduction of amendments
and additions to the tables of transit distances of the railways of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Russian Federation and
Turkmenistan in Section VI “Tables of transit distances” of the ETT Tariff in the course of the year 2023.

The working staff of the OSJD Commission has prepared and dispatched in electronic form, with regard to the
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Meeting of the OSJD Commission on Freight Traffic on the subject “Coordination of Freight Transportation Volumes in International Traffic”
(27 February 2023, OSJD Committee, in videoconferencing mode)




announced amendments and additions:

- the updated texts of the Agreement on ETT and ETT Tariff as of 12 February and 16 October 2023;

- the updated text of the ETT Tariff as of 21 July 2023.

The updated texts of the documents were published on the OSJD Website (https://osjd.org/).

In accordance with the provisions of Article 11 of the ETT Agreement, in December 2023, the OSJD Committee, as
the depositary of the Agreement, issued and forwarded to the Parties to the Agreement, concerned observers and OSJD
affiliated enterprises certified copies of the updated texts of the ETT Agreement and ETT Tariff as of 1 January 2024.

The subject “Improvement of the Agreement on the International Railway Transit Tariff (MTT), and updating
the MTT” was discussed at meeting XXXIV of the representatives of the Parties to the MTT Agreement (15-18 May
2023, Ashgabad, Turkmenistan).

The Parties to the MTT Agreement have considered proposals, having taken into account comments and posi-
tions regarding:

- the improvement of the MTT Agreement, received from the OSJD Committee, as a depositary of the Agreement;

- updating of the MTT Tariff, submitted by the Byelorussian Railway (BC), “Kazakhstan Temir Zholy National Company”
JSC (KZH), Railway of Moldova State Enterprise (CFM), Russian Ministry of Transport, Ministry of Infrastructure of
Ukraine and the OSJD Committee, as the depositary of the Agreement, as well as those received from the repre-
sentatives of the Parties to the Agreement during the meeting.

Upon review, the Parties to the Agreement have approved amendments and additions to:

- the MTT Agreement, related to the clarification of the procedure for accession to the Agreement or termination
of participation in it, and the provisions concerning the procedure for announcing (putting into effect) additions
or amendments to the MTT Agreement and the MTT Tariff, related to these actions (accession/termination), as
well as to ensure harmonisation of the provisions of the MTT and ETT Agreements;

- the MTT Tariff, related to:

1) updating the Table in Section V“List of dangerous goods”to bring it in line with the provisions of SMGS Annex 2
“Rules for the carriage of dangerous goods”;

2) clarification in the text of the Note to the Table in Part V “List of dangerous goods” in accordance with the
name of Paragraph 15 “Charges for the carriage of dangerous goods” of Part Il “Special tariff rules” of Section Il
“Calculation of carriage charges for the transportation of cargo on its own axles” of the MTT Tariff;

3) clarification of the name and updating of the text of item 8 “Charge for delay of a wagon, container or com-
modity on its own axles on a transit railway” of Section Ill “Additional charges and other payments” of Part VI
“Tariff distances, tariff rates, additional charges and other payments” in order to ensure harmonisation of the
MTT and ETT tariff rules;

4) editorial clarifications to the text of Section | “Tables of transit distances”;

5) editorial corrections and typos throughout the entire MTT text.

The amendments and additions to the MTT Agreement and the MTT Tariff, agreed upon by the Parties to the

Agreement, were declared by the OSJD Committee, as a depositary of the Agreement, with effect from 18 August 2023.

The OSJD Committee, as the depositary of the Agreement, announced amendments to the MTT Agreement and
the MTT Tariff with effect from 12 February 2023, concerning the change of the name of the Party to the Agreement
from Ukraine.

The OSJD Committeg, as the depositary of the Agreement, in accordance with the provisions of the Agreement
and on the basis of official notifications of the Parties to the Agreement during 2023, announced the introduction of
amendments and additions to the tables of transit distances of Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan in Section | of Part VI of
the MTT Tariff.

The working staff of OSJD Commission Il has prepared and dispatched in electronic form the updated texts of the
MTT Agreement and the MTT Tariff as of 12 February 2023 and 18 August 2023 in view of the announced amendments
and additions, and also posted them on the OSJD Website (https://osjd.org/).

In accordance with item 5 of Article 4 of the Agreement, in December 2023 the OSJD Committee, as the depositary
of the Agreement, issued and forwarded to the Parties to the Agreement and concerned OSJD affiliated enterprises
the updated texts of the MTT Agreement and the MTT Tariff as of 1 January 2024.

Within the framework of the works to improve the Agreement on the Rules for the Use of Freight Wagons in
International Traffic (PGW Agreement), to amend and supplement the Rules for the Use of Freight Wagons in Inter-
national Traffic (PGW) the following progress was made in order to update them.

The issue of updating the tariff rates for the use of freight wagons and bogies in international traffic was consid-
ered at the following meetings:

1) at the meeting of the Working Group of the Parties to the PGW Agreement on tariff rate calculation (10-11 May
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Meeting of the OSJD Commission on Freight Traffic on the subjects of “Updating the GNG Commodity Code” and “Updating the List of freight
stations of the OSJD railways” (28.03.2023, OSJD Committee, in videoconferencing mode)

2023, OSJD Committee, Warsaw).

The 2022 data provided by the Parties to the PGW Agreement, without taking into account the input data of the
railways of Iran (RAI), People’s Republic of China (KZD), DPRK (ZC) and Lithuania (LTG), have been preliminarily ana-
lysed and considered for the calculation of the draft rates of charge for the use of freight wagons, bogies and wagons
without bogies in international traffic.

The leading duty holder of the project - RZD OJSC provided the results of the preliminary calculation of the draft
tariff rates made on the basis of the mentioned data and taking into account the updated data of the railway companies
of Bulgaria (BDZ), Kazakhstan (KZH) and Romania (CFR Marfa JSC).

The Working Group stated that the calculations of the draft rates were made in accordance with Annex 17 “Meth-
odology for calculating the tariff rates for the use of wagons, bogies and wagons without bogies” to the PGW.

According to the Swiss National Bank (www.snb.ch) the inflation rate (change in consumer prices) for 2022 was
2.8 %, therefore, in accordance with sub-item 1.3.6 of the Methodology, it was noted that the the rates of charges for
the use of wagons are subject to indexation. At the same time, the Working Group recommended that the current rates
listed in Annex 12 “List of tariff rates” to the PGW be left unchanged until the meeting of the authorised representatives
of the Parties to the PGW Agreement (19-22 June 2023, OSJD Committee, Warsaw) considers the recalculation of the
draft rates according to the updated initial data;

2) at the meeting of the authorised representatives of the Parties to the PGW Agreement (19-22 June 2023, OSJD

Committee, Warsaw).

In the course of consideration of the possibility of changing the tariff rates for the use of freight wagons, bogies
and wagons without bogies in international traffic, the following issues were discussed:

- calculated draft tariff rates (based on the data for 2022 submitted by the Parties to the PGW Agreement);
- current rates taking into account the indexation coefficient.

However, according to the voting results, no decision on changing the amount of the tariff rates was made for
any of the options discussed above. In this regard, the current rates have been retained.

The issues related to agreeing amendments and additions to the PGW Agreement and to PGW Rules were dis-
cussed at the meeting of authorised representatives of the Parties to the PGW Agreement (19-22 June 2023, OSJD
Committee, Warsaw).

The proposals were considered to improve the PGW Agreement: railways of Belarus (BC), Hungary (MAV Co., RCH
CJSQ), Latvia (LDZ Cargo), Lithuania (LTG), Moldova (CFM), Poland (PKP Cargo), Russia (RZD OJSC), Tajikistan (TDZ),
Uzbekistan (UTI), Ukraine (UZ) and Estonia (EVR), as well as taking into account proposals and comments received
during the meeting from representatives of the Parties to the Agreement.
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Consideration of the agenda items of the meeting of the OSJD Commission on Freight Traffic on the subjects of “Updating the GNG Commaodity

Code” and “Updating the List of freight stations of the OSJD railways” (28-31.03.2023, OSJD Committee, in videoconferencing mode)

The Parties to the PGW Agreement agreed the following amendments and additions to the:
Agreement (Article 8, item 4), concerning the clarification of the procedure for accession to the PGW Agreement;
Appendix B“Rules for the Use of Freight Wagons in International Traffic (PGW)” to the PGW Agreement (sub-item
4.2), concerning clarification of the provision for the transfer of freight wagons with expired periodic repairs;
Annex 1 “Technical requirements for wagons”to the PGW (sub-item 2.2.2.7), concerning clarification of the provi-
sion for conditions of not allowing freight wagons to run in trains if the wheel hub is displaced or loosened on
the tread part of the axle;
Annex 1 “Technical requirements for wagons” to the PGW (item 3), concerning the clarification of provisions for
bogies;
Annex 1 “Technical requirements for wagons” to the PGW (item 5), concerning the clarification of provisions for
springs and spring suspension;
Annex 1“Technical requirements for wagons”to the PGW (sub-item 12.13.2), concerning the clarification of provi-
sions for additional inscription (e-mail address) on freight wagons that are not shared;
Annex 1“Technical requirements for wagons”to the PGW (sub-item 13.2), concerning the exclusion of a provision
on the condition of transportation of an empty wagon with expired periodic repairs;
Annex 17 “Methodology for calculating rates of charge for the use of freight wagons, bogies and wagons with-
out bogies in international traffic” to the PGW (sub-item 1.2.3), concerning clarification of the provisions for the
application of data on maintenance costs for the previous period in the calculation of average freight wagon
usage rates;
Appendix G “Methodology for determining the vote shares of the Parties” to the Agreement (item 4) concerning
the exclusion of a provision on the recommended form of an document confirming a different allocation of the
votes of the Parties to a state;

10) Appendix E “Application for accession to the PGW Agreement” to the Agreement, concerning the specification

of filling in the application form with indication of the planned date of accession to the Agreement, as well as
specification of information reference, if in the OSJD member state, in accordance with the national legislation,
the procedure for distribution of votes, stipulated by item 4 of Appendix G “Methodology for determining the
vote shares of the Parties” to the Agreement, is in force.

On the basis of the adopted decisions, continuation of further works forimproving the Agreement and updating

the PGW are continued to be carried out at the next meetings in 2024, taking into account the prepared proposals
from the Parties to the Agreement.

In accordance with Article 6, item 3, “Amendment of the Agreement” of the Agreement and Article 7, item 6,



“Amendment of the PGW" of the Agreement, the decision on the amendments and additions to the PGW and the
PGW Agreement agreed upon at the meeting of the authorised representatives of the Parties to the Agreement was
announced on 29 August 2023 by the OSJD Committee, as the depositary of the Agreement, with effect from 1 Janu-
ary 2024.

The OSJD Committee, as the depositary of the Agreement, issued the updated text of the Agreement on PGW
with its annexes as of 1 January 2023.

On the basis of the data submitted by the Parties to the PGW Agreement, the OSJD Committee, as the depositary
of the Agreement, calculated the shares of votes of each Party to the Agreement. The table of distribution of the voting
shares as of 1 September 2023 was sent to all Parties to the PGW Agreement.

The OSJD Committee, as the depositary of the Agreement, made the following changes during 2023 on the basis
of official notifications from the Parties to the Agreement:

- BC-to Annex 2-1“List of handing over/accepting railway companies” to the PGW;

- LTG, PKP Cargo, UBZD - to Annex 1-1“Addresses of the Parties to the Agreement”to the PGW;

- Ukrainian Railways JSC - to Appendix A “List of the Parties to the PGW Agreement” to the PWG Agreement, to
Annex 2-1“List of addresses of authorised departments of railway companies”to Annex 38 “Procedure for transfer
of information on joint-use wagons of the Parties to the PGW Agreement” to the PGW, to Annex 1-1 “Addresses
of the Parties to the Agreement”to the PGW, to Annex 2-| “List of handing over/accepting railway companies”to
the PGW, to Annex 3-I“List of abbreviated designations and codes of railway companies (ZDK)" to the PGW and
to Annex 4-1 “Codes of wagon assignment” to the PGW.

The Parties to the Agreement have been informed of the relevant changes to the PGW and the dates of their
entry into force.

The updated text of the PGW Agreement with annexes, prepared by the working staff of the OSJD Commission, tak-
ing into account the announced changes, as of 1 January 2024, will be posted on the OSJD Website (https://osjd.org/).

As part of the subject “Use of freight wagons in international transport operations”, the issue of identifying the
status of joint-use freight wagons for their accounting was discussed.

The positions presented by the Parties to the PGW Agreement from: BC, BDZ, MAV Co., RCH CJSC, KRG, LDZ Cargo,
LTG, PKP Cargo, RZD OJSC, UZ and EVR were considered, and during the exchange of views on the choice of a certain
approach to the organisation of information interaction, the choice of information tools: creating a new information
platform for the electronic exchange of data on joint-use freight wagons or using existing information bases, the par-
ticipants of the meeting considered it expedient to continue work on ensuring informational interaction on joint-use
freight wagons and noted that the first step could be the allocation on the OSJD Website (logged section) or in the
“cloud” of the OSJD Committee of a folder for each Party to the PGW Agreement for operative posting/updating of
information on joint-use wagons in the agreed Excel format (Annex 38 “Procedure for transfer of information on joint-
use wagons of the Parties to the PGW Agreement” to the PGW).

The Parties to the PGW Agreement have been informed of this possibility and readiness to allocate a folder for
each Party to the PGW Agreement on the OSJD Website (closed platform) or in the “cloud” of the OSJD Committee. The
final decision on this issue, including the expediency of development of the regulations for work with the information
platform and determination of the status of this document (Annex to the PGW/OSJD Leaflet), was taken at the meeting
of the authorised representatives of the Parties to the PGW Agreement (19-22 June 2023, OSJD Committee).

The Parties to the PGW Agreement — participants in the meeting also considered the proposals received from the
Parties to the PGW Agreement — MAV Co. and RCH CJSC on amendments to the PGW Agreement regarding identification
of freight wagons, as a result of which it was decided that proposals should be discussed at the meeting of authorised
representatives to supplement paragraph 3 “General conditions for the use of wagons” of Appendix B to the PGW
Agreement with a new sub-item in terms of requirements for identification of freight wagons and inscriptions on the
wagon, as well as to supplement sub-item 16. 2, paragraph 16, “General Provisions” of Appendix B to the PGW Agree-
ment with a provision on the procedure for informing in case of a change in the status of a joint-use freight wagon.

Following the results of the discussion, taking into account the possibility and readiness to allocate in the OSJD
Committee’s network data storage a directory for each Party to the PGW Agreement for operative placement and
updating of information on joint-use freight wagons, it was decided that the OSJD Committee would prepare folders
(directories) for each Party to the PGW Agreement and inform the Parties to the PGW Agreement about the possibility
of filling them.

To implement the decision of the meeting of the authorised representatives, the OSJD Committee prepared
separate folders (directories) for each Party to the PGW Agreement in the OSJD Committee network data storage to
fill them with information on joint-use freight wagons in the agreed Excel format (Annex 38 “Procedure for transfer of
information on joint-use wagons of the Parties to the PGW Agreement” to the PGW).

In 2023, two meetings of representatives of the Parties to the Agreement on the transportation of containers as part




of container trains in international traffic were held in videoconference mode (14-16 February 2023 and 4-6 July 2023,
0OSJD Committee, Warsaw) in order to improve the Agreement on the transportation of containers as part of container
trains in international traffic (hereinafter referred to as the Agreement) and to update the Rules for the organisation of
international transportation of containers by container trains to the Agreement.

The Parties to the Agreement supported the proposals of BC and RZD OJSC on the possibility of including con-
trailers in the container trains.

The term “contrailer” was agreed upon by the Parties to the Agreement.

The Parties to the Agreement also considered proposals for amendments and additions to Appendix B “Rules for
the organisation of international transportation of containers by container trains” to the Agreement.

The Parties to the Agreement have prepared, reviewed and agreed on Annex 3 of the Rules to the Agreement
“List of the main reasons for the uncoupling of wagons with containers from container trains en route” for reasons
dependent and independent of the carrier, and the Parties t